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Cognitive Development

This module describes Piaget'’s theory of the growth of intelligence and simulates the performance of three
children of different ages on some of Piaget’s tasks.

The Nature of Intellectual Growth

1. Explain the difference between assimilation and accommodation.

2. What are some characteristics of a child in the sensorimotor stage?

3. What is egocentrism?



Cognitive Development
Children at Different Stages of Cognitive Development

4. Three “computer children” are asked to perform various tasks of conservation and seriation (arranging
objects in order). ldentify each child’s stage of development and explain how the child’s performance char-
acterizes that stage.

The 4-year-old is at the stage of development.

The characteristics of her developmental stage are:

The 7-year-old is at the stage of development.

The characteristics of his developmental stage are:

The 13-year-old is at the stage of development.

The characteristics of her developmental stage are:



